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from the Premier 
Date......P.ec ember ...1.,... 1976 State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 
Embargo. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BUYS BIRDWOOD MILL MUSEUM 
The South A u s t r a l i a n Government i s to buy the Birdwood M i l l Museum at 
Birdwood, the Premier , Mr. Dunstan, announced today i n a j o i n t s tatement 
^ y the Government and the Board of the Museum. 
The Government w i l l buy the Museum b u i l d i n g , land and e x h i b i t s from the 
present owners. A new o r g a n i s a t i o n , in which the South A u s t r a l i a n 
I n d u s t r i e s A s s i s t a n c e Corpora t i on w i l l have a major s t a k e , w i l l be 
formed to operate the Museum. 
"The Birdwood M i l l Museum i s an important t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n i n the H i l l s 
r e g i on , and over the years has b u i l t up an important c o l l e c t i o n of 
e x h i b i t s r e l a t i n g to e a r l y South A u s t r a l i a n and A u s t r a l i a n h i s t o r y , " s a i d 
the Premier. 
"The Government wants to ensure tha t i t i s r e t a ined f o r t o u r i s t and 
educat iona l purposes and in p a r t i c u l a r I hope the Museum w i l l expand to 
p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t i v e f a c i l i t i e s . 
"The Birdwood Mi l l , i s known throughout A u s t r a l i a and we do not want to 
see such a popular f ea tu re of the H i l l s d i s t r i c t l o s t . " 
Mr. Dunstan s a i d the Museum's Board had some time ago decided to s e l l 
the venture but when i t appeared l i k e l y tha t the Museum could go out of 
bus iness e n t i r e l y the Board o f f e red both the Company and the a s s e t s to 
the Government. 
"The Government asked the South A u s t r a l i a n I n d u s t r i e s A s s i s t a n c e 
Corpora t ion to i n v e s t i g ate the s i t u a t i o n and adv i se of ways in which the 
Museum could be kept as a go ing concern. 
"As well as p r e s e r v i n g t h i s a s s e t we a l s o want to ensure tha t the Museum 
operates on a p r o f i t a b l e b a s i s . 
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"We have been assured of con t i nu ing support from the p r i v a t e 
. exh ib i t o r s and in f a c t I expect the number of e x h i b i t s w i l l i n c r e a s e " . 
(Mr. Dunstan s a i d the Government had decided to buy the Museum 
because of i t s s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e to South A u s t r a l i a n h i s t o r y and 
t o u r i s t t r a d e . The a c q u i s i t i o n shou ld not be regarded as a precedent 
f o r a way of a s s i s t i n g a l l p r i v a t e l y owned museums). 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BUYS BIRDWOOD MILL MUSEUM 
The South A u s t r a l i a n Government i s to buy the Birdwood M i l l Museum a t 
Birdwood, the Premier , Mr. Dunstan, announced today i n a j o i n t statement 
by the Government and the Board of the Museum. 
> 
The Government w i l l buy the. Museum b u i l d i n g , land and e x h i b i t s from the 
present owners. A new o r g a n i s a t i o n , in which the South A u s t r a l i a n 
I n d u s t r i e s A s s i s t a n c e Corpora t i on w i l l have a major s t a k e , w i l l be 
formed to operate the Museum. 
"The Birdwood M i l l Museum i s an important t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n in the H i l l s 
r eg i on , and over the year s has b u i l t up an important c o l l e c t i o n of 
e x h i b i t s r e l a t i n g to e a r l y South A u s t r a l i a n and A u s t r a l i a n h i s t o r y , " s a i d 
the Premier. 
"The Government wants to ensure tha t i t i s r e t a i ned f o r t o u r i s t and 
educat iona l purposes and in p a r t i c u l a r I hope the Museum w i l l expand to 
p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t i v e f a c i l i t i e s . 
"The Birdwood Mi l l , i s known throughout A u s t r a l i a and we do not want to 
see such a popular f ea tu re of the H i l l s d i s t r i c t l o s t . " 
Mr. Dunstan s a i d the Museum's Board had some time ago decided to s e l l 
the venture but when i t appeared l i k e l y tha t the Museum cou ld go out of 
bus iness e n t i r e l y the Board o f f e red both the Company and the a s s e t s to 
the Government. 
"The Government asked the South A u s t r a l i a n I n d u s t r i e s A s s i s t a n c e 
Corporat ion to i n v e s t i g ate the s i t u a t i o n and adv i se of ways in which the 
Museum could be kept as a go ing concern. 
"As well as p re se rv i ng t h i s a s s e t we a l s o want to ensure tha t the Museum 
operates on a p r o f i t a b l e b a s i s . 
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"We have been assured of con t i nu ing support from the p r i v a t e 
e x h i b i t o r s and i n f a c t I expect the number of e x h i b i t s w i l l i n c r e a s e " . 
(Mr. Dunstan s a i d the Government had decided to buy the Museum 
because of i t s s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e to South A u s t r a l i a n h i s t o r y and 
t o u r i s t t r a d e . The a c q u i s i t i o n shou ld not be regarded as a precedent 
f o r a way of a s s i s t i n g a l l p r i v a t e l y owned museums). 
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